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Governor Wolf's 'It's On Us PA' Enters Fourth Year of Fight Against
Campus Sexual Assault
Pennsylvania Awards $1 Million in Grants to Combat Sexual Assault To 38 Colleges,
Universities
Harrisburg, PA – Governor Tom Wolf was joined by state and national It’s On Us initiative
leaders today to announce nearly $1 million in grants to combat campus sexual assault at 38
colleges and universities. The governor is a steadfast supporter of campus safety and nearly
three years ago established It’s On Us PA, the nation’s first statewide campaign.
“We must never tolerate sexual assault on our campuses or a culture the allows it,” said
Governor Wolf. “Over the past three years, my administration has worked with students,
schools, and communities to build programs to stop sexual assaults. These grants will help
schools across the state to make campuses safer, and help stop sexual harassment and
assault.”
It’s On Us is national initiative championed by President Barack Obama. The Wolf
Administration has invested a total of nearly $3 million for It’s On Us grants over the past three
years.
"Since launching It's On Us Pennsylvania in 2016 Governor Wolf and his administration have
set a new standard for states across the nation in combatting campus sexual assault,” said
Tracey Vitchers, It's On Us Executive Director. “Pennsylvania's leadership on this issue should
serve as a model for state governments across the country, and a reminder that fighting sexual
assault in our nation's educational institutions requires bold, forward-thinking investments that
ensure safe learning environments for all."
"I believe that It's On Us has given students throughout Pennsylvania and the northeast the
tools and skills necessary to advocate for survivors and affect change surrounding the culture of
campus sexual violence, said Michael Blichar Jr., Northeast Regional Advisor for It's On Us and
a Kutztown University student. “It is It's On Us student leaders who are creating the groundwork
needed to end sexual violence once and for all."
Officials from several colleges and universities joined the governor for the press conference at
the state Capitol. Colleges and universities can use the grants to create programs ranging from

campus-wide training for students, faculty and staff, to institutional campaigns to raise
awareness of the reporting process and the resources available to survivors of sexual violence.
“We thank our colleges and universities for taking proactive steps to help prevent sexual
assaults and harassment on our campuses and to improve the reporting and response systems
to better serve all students,” said Education Secretary Pedro A. Rivera. “The It’s On Us PA
grants help our schools provide critical training and resources to students and employees so
they can study and work in safer environments.”
The 2018-19 It’s On Us PA recipients include public and private, 2-year and 4-year institutions
in every corner of the state, and include 18 first-time It’s On Us PA grantees (marked with an *).
The 38 postsecondary institutions selected for grants include:
Cabrini University

Manor College*

Carnegie Mellon University*

Mansfield University of PA*

Chatham University*

Marywood University*

Chestnut Hill College

Mercyhurst University

Cheyney University of PA

Millersville University of PA

Delaware County Community College

Peirce College*

Dickinson College

Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts*

East Stroudsburg University of PA

Robert Morris University*

Elizabethtown College*

Saint Vincent College

Holy Family University

Seton Hill University

Immaculata University

Shippensburg University

Indiana University of PA*

Slippery Rock University

Jefferson University*

Susquehanna University*

Juniata College

University of Pittsburgh at Bradford*

Kutztown University of PA

University of Scranton*

Lackawanna College

West Chester University of PA

Lafayette College*

Widener University*

LaSalle University

Wilkes University*

Lycoming College*

York College

The governor invited everyone to take the It’s On Us PA pledge. Thousands of students,
teachers, families and communities have made a personal and public pledge to help prevent,
address and respond effectively to sexual violence.

NOTE: Video, audio, and photos from this event will be available for download later today in an
email from the Pennsylvania Internet News Service (PINS). To register to receive PINS emails,
please contact cms@pacast.com.
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